1. Definition of intrinsic pseudometric. Let M be a (connected) complex manifold. We shall define a pseudometric d on M in a natural manner so that it depends only on the complex structure of M and nothing else.
Let D be the open unit disk in the complex plane and p the distance on D defined by the Poincaré-Bergman metric of D. Given two points p and q of M, choose the following objects:
( 
In particular, every holomorphic transformation of M is distancepreserving with respect to dM. PROPOSITION 
For the complex Euclidean space C n , the pseudometric d is trivial, i.e., d(p, q)-Qfor all p, qE:C n .
The following proposition follows from the Schwarz-Pick lemma. PROPOSITION 
For the unit disk D, the pseudometric d coincides with the distance p defined by the Poincaré-Bergman metric.
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The following theorem follows from a generalized Schwarz-Pick lemma (see [3] and [4] It is easy to see that Propositions 1, 2 and 3 above hold also for the Carathêodory pseudometric d'. A necessary and sufficient condition for d' to be a metric on M is that there are sufficiently many bounded holomorphic functions on M so that they separate the points ofM".
The following proposition is immediate from Propositions 1 and 3 and shows that whenever the Carathêodory pseudometric d' is a metric, our pseudometric d is also a metric. PROPOSITION 
For any complex manifold M, d is greater than or equal to d', i.e., d(p, q) è d'(p, q) for
p y qGM.
3. Applications. The following theorem which follows from Propositions 1 and 2 and Theorem 4 may be considered as a generalization of Picard Theorem which states that an entire function with more tnan one finite lacunary value reduces to a constant function. THEOREM 
Let M be an n-dimensional complex manifold which admits a hermitian metric whose holomorphic sectional curvature is negative and bounded away from zero. Then every holomorphic mapping ƒ of C™ into M is a constant map.
COROLLARY. The complex Euclidean space C* does not admit a hermitian metric whose holomorphic sectional curvature is negative and bounded away from zero.
The condition "bounded away from zero" is essential. In fact, C The results in this section have been obtained by Wu [6] using the notion of normal families. 
